Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  RELATIONS 
WASMiNGTON,  Q,Q 

Vol.  43  November  10,  1941  No.  19 


IN     THIS  ISSUE 

Page 


LATE  CABLES    574 

GRAINS  - 

Southern  Rhodesia  Harvests  Small  Wheat  Crop   575 

Burma  May  Harvest  Record  Rice  Crop   576 

Grain  Statistics    578 

COTTON  -  OTHER  FIBERS  - 

Brazil's  1940-41  Cotton  Exports  High;  Outlook  Unfavorable    57S 

Lower  Nigerian  Cotton  Crop  Forecast    582 

TOBACCO  - 

Honduras  Endeavors  to  Increase  Tobacco  Crop    533 

FRUITS,  VEGETABLES ,  AND  NUTS  - 

Argentine  Fruit  Crops  Damaged  by  Frost    585 

Canadian  Apple  Estimate  Lower  in  October   586 

Spanish  Orange  Crop  Small    589 

Spanish  Almond  Estimate  Above  Last  Year's  Crop    589 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS  - 

Canada  to  Meet  Larger  British  Bacon  Demands  in  1941-42 

Marketing  Year    591 

Colombia  Plans  Establishment  of  Agricultural  and  Livestock  Farm  ...  595 

New  Zealand  Weather  Unfavorable  for  Lambing    596 

Prospective  Hog  Slaughter  in  Denmark    596 

New  Zealand  Government  Fixes  Prices  for  Livestock  Products    597 

Chile  may  Purchase  Argentine  Cattle  for  Breeding    597 

Australia  Endeavors  to  Increase  Cheese  Production    597 

GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  - 

Foreign  Exchange  Rates    600 


******* 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  Vol.  k^,  To.  If) 


LA  J]  COIES 

Sweden  19^1  estimates  of  feed-grain  production  reported  as  follows, 
with  19^10  comparisons  in  parentheses:    Barley  7,211,000  "bushels  (g,  69^,000)  , 
oats  53,^62,000  bushels  ( 6k, 562,000) . 


Federal  Government  loans  on  the  19^1-^-2  cotton  crop  in  Brazil  will 
be  made  available  to  growers  on  the  basis  of  15  milreis  per  arroba  [2.HH 
cents  per  pound)  for  Sao  Paulo  Type  5  seed  cotton  and  50  milreis  (g.l7, 
cents)  for  lint  at  Sac-  Paulo  or  designated  warehouses  in  the  interior, 
with  freight  costs  deducted.    loans  will  run  for  6  months  at  7  percent 
intere-t  and  may  be  extended  for  an  additional  b  months  by  payment  of  all 
interest  and  other  charges  or  che  cotton  may  be  sold  to  the  Government  at 
the  loan  rate  with  no  further  ercpense.    November  6  quotations  of  Type  5 
at  Sao  Paulo  were        +0  U6  milreis  (7.c9  to  7.U6  cents). 


The  October  declared  exports  of  Brazil  nuts  to  the  United  States 
amounted  to  H98  short  tons  shelled  and  563  short  tons  unshelled.    No  ex- 
ports to  other  countries.     Demand  from  the  United  States  firm.  European 
and  Canadian  markets  continue  closed.    Market  quiet  end  of  crop.  Spot 
prices  at  Para  for  medium-sized  Brazil  nuts,  165  milreis  per  hectoliter 
(about  7*91  cents  per  pound).    Large  washed  Brazil  nuts  at  Manaos  not 
auoted. 


British  Ministry  of  Pood  announces  that  on  November  17,  30,000  long 
tons  of  canned  meats,  canned  fish,  and  canned  beans  will  be  ready  for  sale 
throughout  Great  Britain  and  Northern  Ireland.    Most  of  the  new  food,  all 
of  which  is  canned,  comes  from  the  United  States  under  the  Lend-lease,  ar- 
rangements.    Canada,  South  Africa,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Ireland,  Ice- 
land, Portugal,  Brazil,  and  the  home  market  have  also  contributed  their 
quotas.     Technically  known  as  first-class  animal  protein,  most  of  this 
food  has  the  highest  nutritional  value.     The  price  will  be  controlled  and 
the  margin  of  profit  restricted.    Another  ration  book  will  be  issued  to 
every  holder  of  the  main  ration  book.    Each  person  will  be  entitled  to  ex- 
pend l6  points  during  each  period  of  four  weeks.     The  new  foods  may  be 
bought  when  and  vhere  de-sired.    Hotels,  restaurants,  canteens,  and  other 
catering  establishments  will  receive  supplies  of  these  foods  on  basis  of 
number  of  main  meals  they  serve. 


*  *  v  >,<  *  *  * 
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SOUTHERN  RHODESIA  HARVESTS 
SHALL  WHEAT  CROP 

A  preliminary  official  estimate  of  wheat  production  in  Southern 
Rhodesia  this  year  was  placed  at  only  160,000  "bushels  from  17,000  acres 
as  compared  with  182,000  bushels  from  about  20,000  acres  in  1940,  ac- 
cording to  information  received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations.     The  reduction  was  attributed  largely  to  deficient  moisture 
supplies,  which  had  an  adverse  effect'  upon  seedings,  but  some  losses 
from  frost  and  locust  damage  were  also  reported.     On  irrigated  lands, 
which  represent  about  22  percent  of  the  total  wheat  acreage,  yields  per 
acre  promise  to  be  larger  than  those  obtained  last  year,  and. only 
slightly  reduced  yields  are  expected  from  the  nonirrigated  areas.  Most 
of  the  decline  resulted  from  the  reduction  in  acreage. 

Wheat  is  the  most  important  winter  crop  of  Southern  Rhodesia, 
but  on  account  of  rust  little  success  has  attended  the  efforts  to  grow 
spring  wheat  during  the  months  cf  summer  rainfall.    Most  of  the  crop  is 
produced,  therefore,  in  those  districts  where  natural  or  artificially 
created  conditions  permit  agricultural  production  by  dry-farming  methods 
during  the  rainless  winter  months.     Such  irrigated  areas  as  may  be 
spared  from  other  crops  produce  the  remainder  of  the  crop  and  give  much 
higher  returns  per  acre. 

From  1930  to  1940,  wheat  production  in  Southern  Rhodesia  was 
more  than  doubled.     The  acreage  increased  from  7,000  to  nearly  20,000 
acres,  the  crop  from  53,000  to  about  182,000  bushels.     In  1936,  the 
peak  year,  about  196,000  bushels  were  harvested  from  slightly  less  than 
23,000  acres.    Between  1928  and  1936  the  number  of  farmers  cultivating 
winter  wheat  increased  from  212  to  529.     In  1941,  however,  less  than  400 
farmers  reported  a  wheat  acreage.     Very  few  seeded  more  than  100  acres, 
and  the  majority  seeded  less  than  25  acres  to  wheat. 

The  Government  has  tried  to  encourage  the  wheat  industry  by  a 
guaranteed  price  to  producers  and  by  advice  on  methods  of  cultivation 
and  suitable  varieties  to  grow.     In  1940,  the  favorite  varieties  were 
reported  to  have  been  Karachi  and  Fun jab.     This  year  Punjab  moved  to 
first  place  followed  by  Montana  and  then  Karachi. 

The  domestic  wheat  of  Southern  Rhodesia  is  mostly  of  soft  or 
semihard  types  and  is,  generally  speaking,  not  suitable  for  making 
flour  unless  mixed  with  hard  wheats.    Both  foreign  wheat  and  flour  are 
imported,  in  order  to  fill  domestic  requirements,  but  sizeable  quanti- 
ties of  flour  milled  in  the  Colony  are  exported  to  neighboring  countries, 
and  insignificant  amounts  of  wheat  are  also  exported.     The  apparent 
domestic  utilization  of  wheat  during  1936  to  1940  averaged  about  425,000 
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bushels,  only  38  percent  of  which  was  domestically  groivn.    Prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  European  war,  Argentina  and  Canada  were  the  chief 
sources  for  imports  of  foreign  wheat.  -     •     -  ;-  : 

In  order  to  increase  domestic  production  and'  to  insure  a  fair 
price  to  growers,  the  Government  made  arrangements  whereby  the  milling 
industry  should  purchase  from  each  grower  up  to  but'  no't  exceeding 
2,500  bags  (8,000  bushels').  u  The  price  to  producers  of  22s.  6d.  per 
bag  of  200  pounds  ($1.36  per  bushel)  was  fixed  for  the  1940  crop  to  be 
paid  for  fair  average  wheat  from  funds  provided  by  the  Government  for 
this  purpose  free  of  interest  and  to  cover  all  handling,  and  transpor- 
tation charges.'    The  miller,  in  return,  was  required  to  pay  the  Gov- 
ernment for  all  whea;t  taken  from  storage  for  milling  at  "a  price 
equivalent  to  the  then  ascertained  cost  of  soft  wheat  imported  from 
overseas  of  a  similar  quality  and  quantity  landed  at  the  same  storage 
place  as  that  from  which  the  domestic;  wheat  had  been  taken."    For  the 
1941  crop,  beginning  October  1,  the  price  to  producers'  was  fixed  at  24s. 
6d.  per  bag  ($1.48  per  bushel)  .  .  . 

SOUTHERN"  RHODESIA:     Wheat  acreage,  yield,  production,  foreign  trade, 
and  apparent  domestic  utilization,  1936-1941 


Year 

Acreage 

Average- 
yield- 
per  acre 

■'Pro-  ;   •  Imports 

Exports 

Apparent 
domestic 
utiliza- 
tion 

duction: 

!  Grain 

Flour 

Grain  •  Flour 

1936 ; , . 

1937  ,  .. 
1938 
1939.".. . 
1940  .. 
Average 
.1941 

1,000 
acres 

bushels , 

1,000  •  1,000 

bushels.;'  .bushels 

1,000 

bushels 

...1,000.  i  liQOO 
bushels  bushels 

1,000 
bushels 

.,  23 
22 
,     .18  . 
.17  ' 
20 

.  '8.5.  . 
6.5. 

'6,6,.; 

10.3 

9,1  ... 

196    J  266 
144     j  229 
119    .:  410 
"175..    i  483, 
.1.82    ]...:  354 

25 
16 
18 
19 
7 

.  ;  a/.    \  ,  57 
■   a/     i  -  -    92-  • 
a/         108.  ; 
.   a/-.:  120 
a/'-    I     143  : 

430 

,...297 
..-  .  439 

:557 

.  ,400 

20 

8.2 

163     :  348 

17 

:  104 

425 

.  17, 

9.4, 

160 ..  . :  - 

Economic,  and  Statistical  .Bulletin -of  Southern  Rhodesia,  ^September  7,  1941. 
a/  Less  than  500  bushels.     ....  .      .  ;  ,.;  h  ■: 


BURMA. MAY  HARVEST  RECORD  RICE  .CROP  ...        "]  .   \  '.  .        .  .'■  .v  ■   i  ■.    ■:  ■  .• 

Recent  reports  received  .f  rom  ..Rangoon  indicate  that  t^e-1941-42 
rice  crop  may  excood  last,  year's  bumper  harvest -of  401,626,000  bushels, 
which  was  the  largest  produced  in  .recent- .years.    Some  increase  took  place 
in  the  acreage  planted  this  year ,.  as, :  the -prevailing  high  prices  and  more 
liberal  credit  on  the  part  of  landlords  tended  to  bring  considerably 
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more  land  "back  into  cultivation.     In  addition,  weather  conditions  this 
season  have  thus  far  been  favorable,  with  ample  rainfall  and  only  minor 
floods  that  have  caused  less  than  normal  damage. 

The  exportable  surplus  from  the  1940-41  crop  was  estimated  at 
7,600  million  pounds  as  compared  with  actual  exports  in  1940  of  6,500 
million  pounds.    Exports  this  year  have  been  moving  in  much  larger  volume 
than  was  expected.     Luring  the  first  7  months  (January— July)  exports  of 
milled  rice,  excluding  paddy,  amounted  to  approximately  5,400  million 
pounds  as  compared  with  4,564  million  pounds  for  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.    Increased  shipments  this  year  have  been  to  Japan,  China, 
Straits  Settlements,  Ceylon,  and  the  United  Kingdom.     Shipments  to  India 
have  been  disappointing  and  are  the  smallest  in  several  years.  India 
has  been  in  need  of  rice  to  supplement    last  year's  short  crop,  but  the 
high  prices  prevailing  in  Burma  have  reduced  purchases.     In  fact,  some 
Indian  buyers  have  been  holding  off,  expecting  that  the  large  exportable 
surplus  of  Burman  rice  would  eventually  bring  about  lower  prices. 

BUEMA ;    Rice  exports,  January- July,  1938-1941  a/ 


Destination 


Janua  ry- July 


1938 


Europe,  excluding  United  Kingdom: 

United  Kingdom  j 

China   \    189  , 540 


1,000 
poxinds 

422,650 
97,935 


Hong  Kong 
Japan  c/ 

Ceylon  j  571,597 

Straits  Settlements    i  365,530 

Mauritius   

West  Indies,  excluding  Cuba 
Cuba  

India   '2 \  109, 159 

Others  :  748,996 

Total   14,578,493 


2,240 


6,458 
63,045 
1,243 


1939 


1,000 
pounds 

464,504 
112,688 
32,032 

w 

4,155 
541,757 
322,907 
50,178 
61 , 828 
1,837 
3,504,711 
615,721 


5,712,318 


1940 


1,000 
pounds 

4,368 
80,748 
104,720 

w 

716,012 
522,850 
215,488 
48,440 
50,151 
5,691 
2,682,198 
132,670 


4,563,536 


1941 


1,000 
■pounds 


295,369 
479 , 790 
395,429 
938,833 
603,109 
491,908 
28 , 522 
68,208 
9,789 
1,972,481 
112,222 


5,395,660 


American  consulate,  Rangoon. 

a/  Excludes  paddy,  b/  A  small  quantity  included  with  others. 
Chosen  and  Taiwan. 


c/  Includes 


After  the  cessation  of  Japanese  purchases  as  a  result  of  the 
freezing  orders,  it  was  expected  that  rice  prices  would  decline  to  a 
level  that  the  Indian  demand  was  prepared  to  meet.    After  some  downward 
trend  in  August,  the  Philippine  Islands  entered  the  market  and  purchased 
about  17  million  pounds.     This  was  followed  by  the  unexpected  entry  of 
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the  Netherlands  Indies  with  the  purchase  of  22  million  pounds.  Other 
price-strengthening  factors  were  increased  "buying  from  Ceylon  and  Straits 
Settlements,  and  some  continuation  of  Japanese  purchases,  which  was  made 
possible  by  paying  for  rice  in  local  currency  by  Japanese  merchants  in 
clearing  up  their  accounts.    Early  in  September  it  was  estimated  that 
about  1,500  million  pounds  of  rice  and  paddy  remained  available  for  export 
this  year  and  that  prospects  indicated  that  there  would  be  no "  carry-over 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Government  of  Surma  plans  to  become  the  sole  exporter  of  rice, 
beginning  in  December.    Methods  for  carrying  out  the  program  had  not  been 
announced  late  in  September,  according  to  reports  received  from  Rangoon. 
A  rice  controller  was  appointed  to  administer  the  control  system.  The 
Government  has  taken  steps  to  control  rice  exports  on  account  of  the  un- 
settled conditions  arising  out  of  the  war  and  the  task  of  finding  adequate 
markets  for  the  enormous  surplus  of  rice..    Since  a  large  proportion  of 
the  population  of  the  country  is  engaged  in  rice  cultivation  it  was  con- 
sidered the  duty  of  the  Government  to  ensure  adequate  markets  and  satis- 
factory prices.     The  recent  closing  of  certain  markets  whose  assets  have 
been  frozen  and  the  assuring  of  adequate  supplies  to  Empire  markets  also 
have  "been  factors  making  it  necessary  for  the  Government  tc  control 
exports. 


GHA.IK  STATISTICS 


GRAINS 


Weekly  average  closing  price  per  bushel,  future  delivery, 


wheat 

■  Corn  ' 

Week  ended 

Chicago 

Winnipeg 

Buenos  Aires 
a/ 

Chicago 

Buenos  iires 

1940 

IS  41 

IS  40 

1941 

1940 

IS  41 

1940  ■ 

TS41 

'  1940 

1941  b, 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

High  c/  .. 
Low  c /  ... 

86 
82 

122 
113 

66 
.  65 

70 

66 

51 

-  46 

"  •  5& 
55 

62 

1  B8 

82 
74 

29 
25 

'  26 
26 

December 

Oct.  4  ... 
11  ... 

18 

25  ... 
Nov.  1  ... 

82 
83 
85 
86 
84 

122 
119 
113 
115 
114 

 -  ■  ^ 

66 
65 
65 
65 
65 

70 
69 
67 
67 
66 

51 
46 
47 
48 

.  56 
55 
56 
56 

:  56 

58 
59 
60 
62 
60 

82 
78 
74 
75 
77 

29 
28 
25 
25 
25 

a/ 

26 
26 
26 

26 

f  Commerce ; 


all  other  prices  from  Chicago  Daily  Trade  Bulletin, 
a/  November  futures,     b/  Official  price,    c/. October  4  to  November  1,  1941, 
and  corresponding  dates  for  1940,     d/  Unquoted. 


******* 
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COTTON    -  |I  B  S  H  S 

BRAZIL'S  1940-41  COTTOF  EXPORTS  HIGH; 
OUTLOOK  UNFAVORABLE      v  , 

Exports  of  cotton. from  Brazil  during  the  year  ended  July  31,  1941, 
amounted  to  1,333,000  "bales  (of  478  pounds  net)  compared  with  only 
981,000  "bales  the  previous  year,  according  to  information  received  in 
the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    The  1940-41  total  is  only 
276,000  bales  less  than  the  record  exports  of  1,609,000  bales  in  1938-39, 
when  Germany  and  the  occupied  countries  of  the  European  continent  ac- 
counted for  about  725,000  bales.    The  loss  of  continental  European 
markets  and  the  sharp  reduction  in  shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  in 
1940-41  were  more  than  offset  by  increased  exports  to  Canada,  Japan, 
China,  and  virtually  all  minor  importing  countries  not  subject  to  the 
Allied  naval  blockade. 


BRAZIL:     Cotton  exports,  by  countries  of  destination, 

1936-37  to  1940-41,  August -October  1940  and  1941 
 (Bales  of  478  pounds  net)  , 


Count  ri  es 


1936-37 


1937-36 


1938-39 


1939-40 


1940-41 


August-October 
1940    :  1941 


United  States 

Canada   

United  Kingdom 

Germany   

France  

Bel gium-Luxemburg 

Portugal   

I taly   

Netherlands  . . 

Japan  

China   

Colombia   

Sweden  ....... 

Poland   

Others   

Total   


1,000 
bales 
15 

0 

273 
297 
60 
33 
24 
52 
30 
245 
17 
0 
7 
23 
5 


1,000 
bales 

0 

203 
508 
.  88 
27 
30 
15 
21 
204 
11 
0 
4 
23 
13 


1,000 
bales 
5 

1 

229 
338 
177 
32 
14 
76 
48 
406 
214 

sJ 

13 
31 


1,000 
bales 
by  n 
20 
295 
70 
56 
22 
52 
27 
38 
219 
158 
3 

•  2 
1 
7 


1,000 
bales 
b/154 
290 
106 
10 
0 
0 
15 
0 

6 

387 
191 
39 

26 
0 

c/ll5 


1,000 
bales 
b/  5 
39 
28 
0 
0 

0 
1 

0 
0 

122 
40 
2 
0 
0 
0 


1,000 
bales 
bTilS 
34 
94 
0 
0 
0 
24 
0 
0 
17 
37 
8 
7 
0 
8 


1,081 


,147 


1,609 


961  '1,333 


237 


347 


Compiled  from  Servico  de  Sstatisti 
Hacional.  a/  Less  than  500  bales. 
Canada.  United  States  import  guot 
about  1,300  bales  per  year,  cj  In 
and  12,000  to  French  Indochina. 


ca  iconomica  e 
b/  Primarily 
a  of  Brazilian 
eludes  83,000  b 


Financeira  do  Tesouro 
for  transshipment  to 
cotton  for  consumption, 
ales  exported  to  Spain 


The  low  prices  of  Brazilian  cotton  in  relation  to  those  for  other 
growths  constituted  the  principal  factor  that  stimulated  the  heavy  export 
movement.     Current  trade  statistics  indicate,  however,  that  there  have 
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been  no  exports  to  Japan  since  September  1  and  none  to  China  since  the 
week  ended  September  11,  1941.    Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Colombia, 
and  Portugal  were  maintained  through  October,  but  a  definite  deQline  was 
noted  in  October  shipments  to  Canada.     Cotton  exports  in  October  declined 
more  than  seasonally,  and  totaled  approximately  50,000  bales  against 
134,000  in  September  and  163,000  in  August.    In  view  of  the  heavy  ac- 
cumulation of  stocks  of  Brazilian  cotton  in  Canada  and  increased  political 
tension  in  the  Far  East,  trade  sources  in  Brazil  consider  the  cotton  ex- 
port outlook  for  1941-42  as  far  from  favorable.    Shipments  from  Northern 
Brazil  to  Southern  Brazil  in  1940-41  (July-June)  totaled  203,000  bales 
against  195,000  bales  in  1939-40. 


The  1940-41  cotton  crop  in  Southern  Brazil,  harvested  from  March 
to  June  inclusive,  was  estimated  officially  at  1,908,000  bales  (second 
estimate)  or  26  percent  above  last  year's  record  crop  of  1,511,000  bales 
(final  estimate).    Northern  Brazil's  1940-41  production  of  615,000  bales 
(third  estimate),  harvested  from  August  to  January,  was  slightly  less 
than  the  1939-40  crop  of  630,000  bales. 


BRAZIL: 


Cotton  product 
1935- 
( In  bales  o 


ion,  consumption,  and  exports, 
36  to  1941-42 

f ■ 478  pounds  net)  


Season 

Production 

Year  ended 

Mill  con- 

Exports 

North  a/ 

South 

Total 

December  31 

sumption 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000. 

1,000 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

bales 

1935-36  . 

826 

931 

1,757 

1935   

.  .  548 

639 

1936-37  . 

679 

1,138 

1,817 

1936  ..... 

583. 

924 

1937-38  . 

745 

1,330 

2,075 

1937   

589 

1,089 

1938-39  . 

b/ 

b/ 

641 

1,348 

1,989 

1938   . 

533 

1,239 

1939-40  . 

630 

c/  1,511 

2,141 

1939  . . ... 

548 

d/  1,492 

1940-41  d/ 

615 

c/  1,908 

2,523 

1940   

d/.  e/600 

$  1,034 

1941-42  d/ 

b/ 

532 

1941   . 

d/e7  750 

f/  1,209 

Compiled  from  official  sources. a/  Includes  all  Bahia  except  as  noted. 
b_/  Includes  north  zone  of  Bahia.     c/  Includes  south  zone  of  Bahia. 
d/  Preliminary,     ef  Trade  estimates,  b/  January-October.  . 

The  quality  of  the  1940-41  cotton  crop  in  Sao  Paulo  was  much 
lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year.    The  poorer  quality  was  attributed 
mainly  to  late  rains  and  hot  weather  that  caused  premature  opening  of 
cotton  bolls  and  necessitated  a  rapid,  less  careful  picking  of  the  fiber. 
Only  23  percent  of  the  cotton  classified  in  Sao  Paulo  between  March  1  and 
October  15  was  type  4  or  better  compared  with  44  percent  for  the  same 
period  in  the  previous  year. 

It  is  too  early  to  get  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  area  now  being 
planted  to  cotton  in  Southern  Brazil  for  the  1941-42  crop.    Trade  sources 
recently  estimated  that  an  increase  of  5  to  10  percent  over  the  3,108,000 
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acres  planted  in  Sao  Paulo  in  1940-41  may  be  expected.     (The  State  of 
Sao  Paulo  accounted  for  about  1,800,000  bales  or  94  percent  of  the  1940-41 
production  in  Southern  Brazil).    In  view  of  the  recent  decline  in  prices 
and  the  uncertain  outlook  for  exports  to  the  Orient,  plantings  may  not 
reach  original  expectations.    At  a  meeting  on  October  15  of  representa- 
tives of  Sao  Paulo  cotton  associations  and  interests  under  the  auspices  of 
the  State  Government,  it  was  decided  to  recommend  to  farmers  that  they 
refrain  from  increasing  this  year's  cotton  acreage  and  plant  to  cereals 
the  remaining  land  intended  for  cotton.  ■ 

The  first  official  estimate  placed  the  1941-42  crop  in  Northern 
Brazil  at  532,000  bales,  about  75  percent  of  which  usually  consists 
of  long-staple  perennial  growths,  Sertao  and  Serido.    Production  of 
these  growths  was  reduced  this  year  because  of  drought  early  in  the 
season  and  excessive  rain  in  July  and  August.    Picking  was  completed 
early  in  October.    Weather  conditions  in  the  coastal  regions,  where 
Matta  cotton  (annual  varieties)  is  grown,     were  more  favorable,  and  a 
good  crop  is  expected. 

Cotton  consumption  in  Brazil  was  at  record  or  near-record  levels 
during  the  first  7  months  of  1941.    Most  mills  are  operating  on  a  24- 
hour  basis  to  supply  a  relatively  strong  demand  for  cotton  textiles  both 
from  domestic  and  export  markets.    At  the  current  rate  of  mill  activity, 
unofficial  sources  estimate  that  total  cotton  consumption  in  1941  may 
reach  740,000  to  760,000  bales. 

Cotton-textile  exports  during  the  first  8  months  of  1941  amounted 
to  about  7,357,000  pounds,  a  slight  increase  above  the  same  period  last 
year.    The  exportation  of  cotton  and  rayon  yarn  was  recently  made  sub- 
ject to  special  license  until  such  time  as  there  is  a  surplus  after  in- 
ternal demand  is  satisfied.    The  small  quantities  exported  in  recent 
years  were  destined  mainly  for  Argentina.    It  is  understood  that  other 
countries  have  recently  been  in  the  market  for  Brazilian  textiles,  but 
have  been  able  to  close  contracts  for  only  small  quantities  because  of 
limited,  capacity  and  labor  in  the  Brazilian  industry. 

No  official  estimates  of  cotton  stocks  in  Brazil  are  available. 
The  carry-over  of  Sao  Paulo  cotton  on  March  1,  1941,  was  estimated  ty 
trade  sources  at  about  230,000  bales  and  was  believed  to  have  amounted  to 
about  913,000  bales  on  September  30.    The  latter  figure  includes  Sao  Paulo 
mill  stocks  and  substantial  quantities  purchased  by  British  authorities 
but  not  yet  shipped.    It  also  includes  25,000  to  45,000  bales  purchased 
by  Swiss  and  other  European  investors  to  be  held  in  Sao  Paulo. 

The  carry-over  of  Northern  Brazilian  cotton,  including  mill  stocks 
at  Sao  Paulo  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  July  31,  1941,  are  believed  to  have 
amounted  to  115,000  to  138,000  bales.     Consumption  in  northern  Brazil 
usually  accounts  for  about  115,000  bales  each  year.    Exports  from  that 
area  during  August  and  September  amounted  to  38,000  bales. 
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Spot  prices  of  Sao  Paulo  type  5  cotton  on  the  Sab  Paulo  Merchandise 
■Exchange  have  recently  declined  sharply  from  the  high  levels  of  the  past 
2  or  3  months.    The  decline  was  described  as  a  reaction  to  the  -uncertain 
political  situation  in  the  Par  Bast  and  the  falling  away  of  Canadian 
"buying,  hut  Brazilian  price  fluctuations  have  roughly  paralleled  price 
movements  in  IJew  York.    The  spot  price  of  Sao  Paulo  type  5  at  Sao  Paulo 
on  October  30  was  equivalent  to  7.24  cents  per  pound  compared  with  the 
September  average" of  about  8.67  cents. 


LOWER  HIGISRIAN  C0TT01T  CHOP  FORECAST  .   .  . 

The  1941-42  commercial  cotton  crop  in  Figeria  has  been  estimated 
by  the  trade  at  29,000  to  33,500  bales  of  478  pounds  in  contrast  to  last 
year's  record  crop  of  55,000  bales,  according  to  a  report  received  from 
the  American  Consul  at  Lagos.    Host  of  the  cotton  from  the  1940-41  crop 
is  still  stored  in  the  country  because  of  the  lack  of  available  shipping 
space  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Figerian  Government  has  reduced  the  price  of  cotton  at  the 
gins  in  order  to  limit  production,  and  has  eliminated  some  local  markets. 
It  is  stated  that  the  Government  would  like  to  see  production  cut  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  last  crop  but  the  amount  of  seed  distributed  this  year 
indicated  that  production  may  be  more  in  line  with  the  trade  estimates. 


FIGERIA:  Cotton  sold  for  export,  1930-1941 
 (In  bales  of  478  pounds)  


Year  ended 

northern- 
Provinces 

Southern  Provinces 

Total 

September  30 

Prom 

Prom  improved 

Prom 

American  seed 

Ishan  seed 

native  seed 

Bales 

3ales 

Bales 

Bales 

1930   

28,777 

5,043 

2,937 

36,757 

1931   

.  11,589 

3,589 

251  . 

15,439 

1932   

4,026 

1,115 

3 

5,145  . 

1933    

13,601 

720  • 

5 

19,324 

1934  

19,258 

2,413  ' 

99 

•  21,770 

1935   

41,859 

4,358 

326 

46,543 

1935  '-. 

41,668 

.  6,805  •"' 

371 

48 , 344 

1937   

33,637 

4,542 

256 

oS .,  435 

1938   

19,845 

5,095 

67 

25,007 

1939   

16,392 

;  2,179 

155 

18,726 

1940  a/   

:  38,916 

b  /     1 , 255 

0 

c/. 

40,171 

1941  a/   

£/ 

55,000 

Compiled  from  consular  reports,  a/  Preliminary,  b/  Total  of  southern 
Provinces,     c/  Fot  separately  classified. 
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T-0  BASSO 

EONEUItAS  ENEEAVOES  TO  INCREASE 
TOBACCO  CHOP  ... 

Satisfactory  production  statistics  are  not  available  for  the  1941 
tobacco  crop  of  Honduras,  but  there  are  unconfirmed  reports  that  the  Copan 
crop,  supplying  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  total  production,  suffered 
from  bad  weather  during  the  growing  season,  according  to  a  report  re- 
ceived in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    As  larger  sales 
of  Eonduran-made  cigarettes  during  1940  encouraged  the  growers  to  plant 
more  than  their  usual  crop,  however,  it  is  probable  that  the  current 
harvest  in  March  was  not  far  below  normal.    The  latest  official  informa- 
tion concerning  production  xfas  that  of  1939,  quoting  a  crop  of  approxi- 
mately 2.4  million  pounds  from  an  area  of  3,047  acres. 

The  principal  tobacco-producing  area  of  Honduras  is  located  in 
the  Departments  of  Copan  and  Santa  Barbara.     Small  subsidiary  areas  are 
scattered  around  the  southern  portion  of  the  country.    In  addition  to 
the  native  types,  various  types  from  imported  seed  (principally  American 
flue-cured)  have  been  grown  on  a  small  scale  during  recent  years  with 
but  little  success.    The  tobacco  planting  season  usually  begins  in 
October,  and  the  crop  is  marketed  in  March  and  April. 

Tobacco  production  in  Honduras  is  conducted  on  a  very  small  scale, 
the  producers  generally  operating  on  a  modified  sharecropper  basis.  The 
leaf  is  usually  bought  up  by  the  merchant  or  landowner  at  a  uniformly  low 
price  per  pound,  whereupon  it  is  classified,  baled,  and  sold  to  a  manu- 
facturer.   One  prevailing  exception  to  this  practice  is  that  the  grower 
frequently  rolls  his  entire  crop  into  a  cheap  grade  of  cigars,  which  he 
sells  directly  to  a  local  or  other  retail  agent.    Thus,  large  carry-overs 
are  seldom  found  in  the  possession  of  growers  and  middle  men. 

Prices  paid  for  native  leaf  tobacco  have  not  varied  materially 
in  the  past  few  years.    In  the  Copan  district,  average  wholesale  prices 
per  pound  for  1941  were  quoted  as  follows:     Copan  No.  1,  10  to  12  cents 

(United  States);  Copan  No.  2,  8  to  10  cents;  and  Copan  No.  3,  6  to  8  

dents,    Prices  of  other  leaf  in  the  central  district  ranged  from  12"  to 
15  cents  per  pound. 

Prices  of  domestic  tobacco  products  are  consistent  with  the  low 
prices  paid  for  leaf.    Domestic  cigarettes  retail  at  5  to  25  cents  per 
package  of  20;  and  domestic  cigars,  at  1  to  2.5  cents  each.  Imported 
cigarettes  are  higher,  selling  for  about  37  cents  per  pacKage  of  20. 

A  large  part  of  the  retail  price  of  imported  tobacco  consists  of 
various  duties  and  taxes,  which  limit  foreign  competition  almost  to  the 
point  of  exclusion.    The  present  duty  on  all  imported  leaf  except  Sumatra 
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and  Java  wrapper  is  $1.84  per  pound.     Sumatra  and  Java  wrappers  are  im- 
ported at  a  rate  of  only  23  cents  per  pound.     There  are,  in  addition,  a  leaf 
surtax  of  10  percent  ad  valorem,  a  road  tax  of  1  percent,  ad  valorem,  and  a 
wharfage  charge  of  1.25  cents  per  pound.     Imported  cigarettes  pay  $2.27  per 
pound  for  importation,-  10  percent  surtax,  1  percent  road  tax,  and  1,25  cents 
per  pound  for  wharfage,  etc.     The  excise  tax  on  tobacco  leaf  is  10  cents  per 
pound;  and  oh  cigarettes,  6  cents  per  package  of  20.     There  are  also  municipal 
taxes  in  some  cities. 

Although  there  is  reason  to  expect  a  slight  rise  in  the  level  of 
the  tobacco  industry  similar  to  that  in  other  countries,  the  general 
contraction  of  the  Honduran  economy,  developing  as  a  partial  result  of 
the  world  political  conditions,  tends  to  discount  such  reports,   at  least 
for  the  near  future.     The  successful  growing  of  native  leaf  suitable  for 
cigar  wrappers  indicates  a  probable  decrease  in  imports  for  this  purpose. 
Many  local  dealers  believe  that  some  imported  types,  especially  Virginia  , 
tobacco,  can  be  grown  in  Honduras  successfully.     The  high  tariffs  and 
transportation  costs  are  expected  to  continue  to  limit  American  imports 
to  small  quantities. 

For  many  years  Honduras  has  maintained  a  relatively  important 
export  trade  with  El  Salvador  in  leaf  tobacco  and  cigars.  Approximately 
2.1  million  pounds. of  leaf  and  55.9  million  cigars  were  exported  during 
the  year  ended  March  31,  1941  -  practically  all  to  El  Salvador.  The 
tobacco  export  trade  is  far  more  important  than  domestic  consumption  in 
Honduras.     Consumption  of  domestic  leaf  in  Honduran  factories  is  estimated 
to  have  averaged  only  about  377,000  pounds  during  the  past  4  years 
(1938-1941).    As  the  import  trade  is  not  important,  the  annual  Honduran 
crop  for  that  period  must  have  -averaged  about  2.5  million  pounds. 

HOImDUPAS:    Exports  of  leaf  tobacco,  1928-1941 


Year  ended 

-.'arch  31 

Exports 

Tear  ended  March  31 

Exports 

1928  . , 

Pounds 

51,958 
1,811,606 
2,580,914 
1,  802,412 
1,366,750 
1,057,137 
1,  642, 190 

1935   

Pounds 

2,507,882 
2, 174, 898 
1,030,324 
1,605,410 
2, 132,  327 
1,702,335 
2, 100, 662 

192Q 

1935   

1930 

1931  ,  , 

1938   

1932  , , 

1939  

1933 

1940    -. 

193<± 

1941  

Memoria 

del 

Subsecretario  de  Estado 

Encargado  del  Despacho 

de  Hacienda  y 

Credito 

Publico,  Presentada  al  Cong 

reso  Uacional,  1936-37. 

*  * 

*  *  *  *  * 
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11  EI  II'    IlSEIAl^l-l'^Il   I  H  1  .§. 
ARGENTINE  FRUIT  CROPS  DAMAGED  BY  PRO  ST  .  .  . 

Frequent  and  intensive  frosts  during  the  month  of  September  caused 
considerable  damage  to  fruit  crops  in  Argentina,  but  the  extent  of  the 
damage  cannot  as  yet  be  determined,  according  to  a  report  of  the  Argentine 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  dated  October  3.     The  Rio  Negro  Valley,  the  second 
most  important  pear-and  apple-producing  section  in  Argentina,  suffered 
the  most  damage,  with  temperatures  in  some  parts  dropping  to  14  degrees 
Fahrenheit.     Stone  fruits  generally  and  those  apple  and  pear  trees  which 
had  blossomed  were  damaged.     In  the  Cuyo,  Delta,  and  San  Nicolas,  sections, 
pears  and  apples  are  thought  to  have  been  only  slightly  damaged,  with 
somewhat  more  injury  reported  for  stone  fruits.     The  damage  to  pears  and 
apples  in  Mendoza  was  reported  to  be  less  than  that  in  the  Rio  Negro 
Valley.  ' 

Estimates  of  the  extent  of  the  damage  vary  considerably  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  frost  occurred  early  in  the  development  of  the  crop. 
Another  important  consideration  is  that  early  estimates  of  frost  damage 
frequently  are  greatly  exaggerated.     One  further  factor  to  be  kept  in 
mind  in  interpreting  data  on  crop  damage,  especially  in  the  Rio  Negro 
Valley,  is  the  fact  that  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  bearing  trees 
and  in  the  bearing  surface1  of  other  trees  would  indicate  a  much  larger 
crop  in  1942  than  last  year,  so  that,  even  if  the  reports  of  extensive 
damage  are  substantiated,  the  total  1942  crop  need  not  as  a  consequence 
be  greatly  below  the  1941  harvest. 

Certain  trade  sources  place  the  production  of  Williams  (Bartlett) 
pears  in  the  Rio  Negro  Valley  at  half  a  crop,  with  an  even  more  drastic 
reduction  for  later  varieties  such  as  Anjou,  Passe  Crassane,  Alencon, 
Flemish  Beauty,  Diel,  and  Packham.    Winter  Nelis  and  Cornice  are  also  placed 
at  half  a  crop.    As  to  the  apple  crop  in  the  Valley,  no  damage  is  esti- 
mated for  Rome  Beauty,  King  David,  and  Jonathan.     The  Red  Delicious  is 
estimated  at  about  80  percent  and  the  regular  Delicious  variety  at 
between  60  to  70  percent  of  a  normal  crop.     In  the  leading  districts  in 
Mendoza,  little  damage  to  apples  is  reported,  but  in  the  San  Rafael 
district  damage  to  the  pear  crop  is  placed  at  as  much  as  35  percent. 
Little,  if  any,  damage  to  pear  trees  is  reported  from  other  districts  in 
the  Province  of  Mendoza. 

The  Argentine  pear  industry  has  expanded  rapidly  in  the  past 
decade.    Production  has  been  rising  steadily  in  recent  years,  expanding 
from  391,000  bushels-  in  1932  to  3,256,000  bushels  in  1941.     This  increase 
is  expected  to  continue  for  the  next  few  years,  as  plantings  made  in  the 
late  thirties  come  into  bearing  and  the  bearing  surface  of  the  trees 
increases.     Up  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  the  expansion  in  exports  from  this 
country  paralleled  the  rise  in  production.    Exports  rose  from  63,000 
bushels  in  1932  to  1,245,000  bushels  in  1939.     The  war  has  sharply 
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curtailed  this  export  movement,  since  it  closed  the  important  European 
markets  to  Argentine  exports,  and,  at  present,  Brazil  and  the  United 
States  are  the  only  substantial  markets  open  to  Argentine  pears. 


UNITED  STATES:     Imports  of  fresh  pears  from  Argentina, 
January- July,  1937-1941   . 


Month 


1937 


1938 


1939 


1940 


1941 


January  . 
February 
March  . . . 
April  . . . 


May 


June  . . . 
July  . . . 
To  tal 


Bushels 
0 

17,966 
43,094 
467 
273 


Bushels 

0 

10,667 
27,415 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Bushels 

882 
51,028 
17,511 
7,355 
6,191 
1,297 
0 


Bashels 
0 

76,410 

82,247 
14,084 
25,758 
20,634 
18 , 719 


64,446 


38,082 


84,364      }  237,902 


Bushels 

1,763 
23,337 
113,488 
24,124 
53,300 
72,552 
0 


288,564 


Compiled  from  official  records,  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 
Converted  to  bushels  of  50  pounds. 


CANADIAN  APPLE  CROP  ESTIMATI 
L0WEE  IN  OCTOBER  .   .  . 


The  apple  crop  in  Canada  for  1941  is  now  placed  at  3,436,400 
barrels,  or  about  2  percent  below  the  September  estimate  and  about  20 
percent  below  the  1940  crop,  according  to  a  crop  report  of  the  Canadian 
Government  of  October  31.     The  Nova  Scotia  estimate  was  reduced  by  the 
fact  that  apples  are  not  sizing  as  well  as  was  anticipated,  while  losses 
from  storm  reduced  the  Ontario  crop.     These  declines  were  partly  offset 
by  the  more  favorable  conditions  in  Quebec  during  the  month.  According 
to  these  figures,  the  1941  crop  will  be  the  shortest  since  1928. 

CANADA:    Production  of  apples,  by  Provinces, 
averages  1931-1940,  annual  1939-1941 


Province 

Ave: 
1931-1955 

"age 

19  36-1940 

1939 

1940 

1941  & 

Nova  Scotia  

New  Brunswick  

Ontario   

1,000 
barrels 
1,867.5 
39.6 
859.4 
221.6 

1,000 
barrels 
1,826.9 
51.1 
817.6 
210.0 

1,000 
barrels 
1,964,4 
75.0 
1,010.5 
337.0 

1,000 
barrels 
1,151.0 
53.6 
783.2 
323.5 

1,000 
barrels 
1,148.0 
67.0 
553.6 
252.7 

Total  eastern  Canada 

British  Columbia   

Total  Canada   

3,008.1 
1,606.6 

2,905.6 
•  1,908.2 

3,406.9 
2,069.4 

2,311.3 
1,981.0 

2,021.3 
1,415.1 

4,614.7 

4,813.8 

5,476.3 

4,292.3 

3,436.4 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
a/  Preliminary. 
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The  weather  in  October  was  ideal  for  harvesting  the  crop  in  ITova 
Scotia.    Kb  serious  damage  resulted  from  winds,  which  were  rather  strong 
at  times.    Apples  have  "been  sizing  "below  average,  out  nearly  all  varie- 
ties are  exceptionally  well  colored.    Some  slight  insect  damage  has  been 
in  evidence,  while  scab  damage  has  been  more  general,  in  some  cases 
causing  the  fruit  to  craclc.    The  new  estimate  places  the  crop  at 
1,143,000  barrels  with  an  expected  packout  estimated  at  941,000  barrels. 
This,  is  the  shortest  ITova  Scotian  crop  in  14  years. 

The  apple  estimate  in  Hew  Brunswick  remains  unchanged.    The  wet 
summer  has  resulted  in  a  late  outbreak  of  apple  scab,  which  has  been 
serious  in  some  localities.     Insect  damage  is  reported  at  a  minimum. 
Losses  from  the  strong  winds  of  last  month  were  negligible. 

The  estimate  for  Quebec  was  raised  to  252,700  barrels  because 
of  the  exceptional  development  of  the  fruit  in  September  and  the  fact 
that  the  windstorm  damage  was  less  than  anticipated.    Most  of  the  blown 
fruit  was  freely  disposed  of  to  the  pedlar  trade,  so  that  the  loss  of 
fruit  was  kept  at  a  minimum.    Prices  have  risen  sharply  above  those 
raling  last  season  because  of  the  short  crop  and  the  increased  consumer 
purchasing  power.    The  total  Quebec  ap-nle  croo  has  now  been  harvested, 
and  a  larger  proportion  of  the  crop  than  normal  is  moving  directly  into 
consumption. 

The  Ontario  crop  is  now  estimated  at  553,600  barrels,  or  71 
percent  of  the  1940  crop.    The  eastern  Ontario  crop  is  placed  at  184,100 
barrels,  a  decline  of  38  percent,  and  that  for  western  Ontario  at  369,500 
barrels,  or  a  decline  of  24  percent. 

In  eastern  Ontario,  the  winds  of  September  25  blew  about  25 
percent  of  the  unharvested  fruit  to  the  ground.    3arlier  varieties,  in- 
cluding Mcintosh  and  Fameuse  (Snows),  were  largely  picked  before  the 
storm.    Losses  from  the  storm  were  not  as  extensive  as  had  been  feared 
as  windfalls  were  shipped  to  the  processing  plants,  where  a  good  demand 
for  the  fruit  existed.    As  a  result,  the  quantity  of  blox^n  fruit  packed 
for  fresh  consumption  under  the  special  windfall  grade  was  less  than  had 
been  anticipated.    The  volume  of  fruit  grading  ITo,  1  this  season  was 
above  average  for  all  varieties  except  those  seriously  affected  by  the 
storm.    Harvesting  in  most  orchards  had  been  completed  by  October  25. 

The  storms  resulted  in  a  loss  of  4  percent  of  the  apple  crop  in 
western  Ontario,  or  around  20,000  barrels.    The  strong  demand  for  wind- 
falls, in  both  the  fresh  market  and  by  processing  plants,  considerably 
reduced  the  volume  of  fruit  destroyed  by  the  gales.    The  greatest  losses 
occurred  in  the  winter  varieties,  Spy,  Baldwin,  and  Stark. 

The  short  crop  and  good  consumer  demand  have  kept  prices  in  Ontario 
at  a  high  level.    Toward  the  end  of  October,  Ontario  Mcintosh  in  bushel 
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hampers  "brought  51.60  to  $1.85  (Canadian  currency)  for  I~o.  1*  s  and  $1.25 
to  $1.50  for  domestic.    Pameuse  (Snow)  and  T7ealthy  "Drought  $1.25  to  $1.40 
for  lJo .  I's  in  "bushel  hampers  and  $0.75  to  $1.00  for  domestic.  British 
Columbia  Delicious  were  reported  at  $2.75  to  $2.85  (Canadian  currency) 
per  "box  for  Bxtra  Fancy.    'Wholesale  prices  for  apples  at  Halifax,  ITova 
Scotia,  were  also  high  with  Crimson  G-ravensteins  ITo .  i  quoted  at  $4.00 
to  S.50  per  barrel,  G-ravensteins  at  $3.50  to  $4.00,  and  Mcintosh  at 
$4.00  to"  S5.00. 

The  1941  crop  in  British  Columbia  is  placed  at  1,415,100  "barrels 
(3  boxes  equal  1  barrel),  or  29  percent  below  the  1940  production.  Har- 
vesting in  all  sections  has  now  "been  completed,  and  a  heavy  movement  of 
fruit  to  both  domestic  and  export  markets  is  reported.    Canning  operations 
have  "been  completed  in  all  sections. 

Revised  October  estimates  place  the  1941  Canadian  pear  crop  at 
510,400  bushels,  or  a  decline  of  11  percent  below  that  for  the  previous 
year,  with  the  reduced  crop  in  Ontario  more  than  offsetting  the  heavier 
yield  in  British  Columbia.    Crops  of  all  the  stone  fruits  (plums  and 
prunes,  peaches,  apricots,  and  cherries)  were  heavier  in  1941  than  in 
the.  previous  year. 


CAJI&DA:    Production  of  specified  fruits,  by  Provinces, 
revised  1940  and  October  1941  estimates 


Bruit  and  year 

ITova 
Scotia 

Ontario 

British 
Columbia 

Total 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

bushels 

"bushels 

bushel s 

bushels 

Pears  - 

1940   

21.7 

264.3 

290.3 

576.3 

1941   

17.4 

163.6 

329.4 

510.4 

Plums  and  prunes  - 

1940  .  ...  

7.9 

72.5  • 

133.9 

214.3 

1941   

5.5 

87.4 

249.8 

34?. 7 

Peaches  - 

1940  .-  

595.0 

19?. 0 

787.0 

1941   

654.5 

21S.3 

373.8 

Apricots  - 

1940   

56 .4 

56.4 

1941   

68.0 

58.0 

Cherries  - 

1940  

87.7 

69.7 

157.4 

1941   

160.9 

61.9 

222.8 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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SPANISH  GRANGE  CHOP  SMALL  ..... 

The  1941-42  crop  of  oranges  in  Spain  is  estimated  at  ixbout  30 
percent  below  that  of  the  previous  year,  according  to  information  received 
by  the  Office  qf  foreign  Agricultural  delations.    Damage  from  cold  weather 
during  the  early  part  of  1941  together  with  the  shortage  of  fertilizers 
and  the  neglect  of  the  trees  during  the  war  in  Spain  (1936-1939)  are 
largely  responsible  for  the  short  crop.    According  to  these  reports,  the 
1941-42  crop  amounts  to  about  14,172,000  boxes  (of  70  pounds)  compared, 
with  the  production  of  20,471,000  boxes  in  1940-41  and  an  esoinated  av- 
erage- of  21,300 ,000  boxes  during  the  5  years,  1935-36  to  1939-40.  The 
average  for  the  5  years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  Spain 
has  been  estimated  at  35,480,000  boxes. 

Reports  indicate  that  about  half  of  Spain's  1940-41  crop  of 
20,471,000  boxes  was  exported,  largely  to  Germany  and  other  European 
destinations.    Total  exports  are  reported  at  10,145,000  boxes,  pad  the 
volume  consumed  in  domestic  markets  is  placed  at  10,326,000  boxes.  No 
estimate  of  the  Spanish  lemon  crop  for  1940-41  is  available  but  exports 
were  estimated  at  about  425,000  boxes  (of  76  pounds),  of  which  224,000 
boxes  moved  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  201,000  boxes  to  Germany.  This 
movement  compares  with  the  average  of  around  650,000  boxes  for  the 
5-year  period,  1931  to  1935. 


SPANISH  ALMOND  ESTIMATE 
A2C7E  LAST  YEAR'S  CROP  .  .  . 

The  1941  preliminary  estimate- of  Spanish  almond  production  is 
22,000  short  tons,  shelled  basis,  or  about  2,000  tons  above  the  earlier 
forecast  based  on  July  crop  indications.    This  estimate  is  1,000  tons 
above  the  revised  estimate  for  1940  but  1,100  tons  below  the  recent 
5-year  average  ("1935-1939).   "The  increase  this  year  is  due  largely  to 
higher  estimates  for  the  Talencia-Alicante  and  Reus -Tar rogona  districts. 

Only  an  extremely  small  volume  of  almonds  has  been  exported  from 
Spain  since  January  1.    Export  permits  have  been  granted  only  on  small 
shipments  to  the  United  States  and  Argentina.    The  policy  of  the  Spanish 
Gover.  .;,ont  appears  to  be,  as  in  the  case  of  filberts,  not  to  refuse  ap- 
plications for  export  permits,  but  to  reject  the  applications  because  of 
dissatisfaction  with  the  contracts.    Trade  sources  doubt  that  substantial 
exports  of  almonds  will  occur  in  the  current  season  unless  arrangements 
on  a  compensation  basis  are  made  through  diplomatic  channels. 

With  the  freeing  of  domestic  sales  and  transportation  from 
Government  control  in  May,  many  persons  and  firms  entered  the  market, 
frequently  for  speculation.    It  is  also  possible  that  some  of  them  were 
acting  as  representatives  of  foreign  governments,  buying  and  storing 
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stocks  in  the  hope  that  in  one  way  or  another  the  nuts  might  he  exported. 
It  has  "been  reported,  without  confirmation,  that  55  short, tons  of  shelled 
almonds  have  "been  shipped  with  Switzerland  as  the  destination  and  550 
tons  to  unoccupied  Trance.    No  important  stocks  from  the  1940-41  crop  are 
reported  in  the  hands  of  the  usual  dealers,  and  no  estimate  of  stocks  in 
the  hands  of  speculators  and  persons  and  firms  who  have  recently  "been 
active  in  the  market  can  he  made.     Since  some  growers  are  reported  to  - 
have  retained  part  of  their  crop  as  an  investment,  it  is  impossible  to 
calculate  stocks.    One  trade  source  places  the  stocks  in  the  hands  of 
growers  in  the  Reus  district  at  770  tons,  shelled. 

Prices  during  the  past  2  months  have  remained  relatively  stable, 
with  a  slight  downward  tendency  after  the  considerable  increases  that  oc- 
curred in  May  and  June.     Some  trade  sources  contend  that  the  recent  down- 
ward price  tendencies  have  been  the  result  of  an  effort  to  encourage 
growers  to  sell  their  stocks  and  to  counteract  the  growers'  tendency  to 
hoard  nuts,    domestic  purchases  for  consumption  within  Spain  continue  to 
be  high.    The  increased  local  consumption  recently,  which  has  been  esti- 
mated at  over  50  percent  of  the  crop,  has  been  due  in  good  measure  to 
the  shortage  of  other  foodstuffs.     Some  purchases  for  investment  purposes 
have  also  been  reported. 

The  Rama  de  Almendra  -  Avellana,  which  was  the  official  agency 
controlling  the  production  and  marketing  of  almonds  and  filberts  in 
Spain,  ceased  operations  on  May  8,  1941.    It  has  recently  published 
figures  in  its  operations  during  the  1940-41  season.    The  activities  of 
the  Rama  were  limited  on  December  31,  1940,  and  the  domestic  market  en- 
tirely freed  from  its  control  on  May  8.    Consequently,  that  organization 
did  not  handle  the  entire  1940-41  crop,  and  its,  figures  do  not  represent 
either  total  sales  or  total  production.    According  to  these  figures,  the 
Rama  purchased  42,425,000  pounds,  or  21,213  short  tons,  of  nuts.  This 
is  slightly  above  the  estimated  production  for  1940-41,  but  the  figures 
of  the  Rama  are  thought  to  include  both  shelled  almonds  and  soft  shelled 
almonds  in  the  shell  without  discrimination.    Domestic  sales  of  the  Rama 
are  placed  at  35,332,000  pounds,  or  17,666  short  tons,  and  exports  at 
6,918,000  pounds,  or  3,459  tons. 

The  Rama  purchased  the  crops  of  the  individual  growers  at  fixed 
prices  and  sold  them  at  higher  prices.    The  resulting  prifits  were  dis- 
tributed to  growers  and  exporters  at  the  end  of  the  season.    The  division 
of  profits  in  1940-41  was  as  follows:    To  growers,  40  percent  of  profit 
on  export  and  80  percent  on  domestic  sales,.  13,705,869  pesetas  (about 
$1,252,000);  to  exporters,  40  percent  .of  profit  on  export  sales,  109,954 
pesetas  ($10,000);  to  Rama's  reserve  fund,  20  percent  of  profii  on  all 
sales,  3,506,841  pesetas  ($320,000);  total  17,322,664  pesetas  '$1,582,000) 
Additional  benefits  amounting  to  2,999,151  pesetas  were  distributed  to 
growers  in  the  past  season. 


******* 
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L  I  V  S  S  T.O  C  t    AND    ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CM' A  DA  TO  MEET  LARGE!  BBITISH  BACON  DEMANDS 
I1T  1941-42  MARKETING  YEAH  .   .  . 

Present  indicat  ions  are  that  the  Canadian  hog  industry  is  prepared 
to  meet  increased  British  demands  daring  the  new  marketing  year,  which 
began  October  1.    It  is  estimated  that  inspected  hog  slaughter  during  the 
first  quarter  (October-December)  will  reach  2,100,000  hogs,  an  increase 
of  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

The  task  facing  Canadian  hog  producers  and  packers  of  supplying 
the  United  Kingdom  with  600  million  pounds  of  Wiltshire  sides  and  other 
cuts,  or  40  percent  more  than  in  the  1940-41  agreement,  appears  stupen- 
dous.   It  will  require  the  slaughter  of  about  5.2  million  hogs,  a  larger 
number  than  ever  slaughtered  in  Canada  except  last  year. 


CANADA:     Hog  survey  as  of  June  1,  1941,  with  comparisons 


Classification  \ 

1937  . 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

Number  on  hand,  June  1 

Under  6  months  ,  

6  months  and  over  .... 
Jun  e-Nov emb e  r 

Thousands . 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

3,963 

352 
3,395 
2,775 

3,437 

2,496 
991 

312 
3,334 
2,801 

4,294 
3,174 
1,120 

414 
4,432 
3,726 

5,882 
4,434 
1,448 

525 
5,735 
4,775 

5,994 
4,492 
1,502 

'  559 
5,000 

December-May 

1937-38 

193  8-39 

1939-40 

.1940-41 

1941-42 

454 
3,584 
2,822 

522 
4,700 
3,640 

.706 
6 , 534 
5,073 

720 
6,442 
5,048 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 


Since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  however,  hog  producers  have 
brought  about  an  increase  of  46  percent  in  Canadian  hog  numbers.  Pork 
production  has  increased  from  699  million  pounds  in  1938  to  an  estimated 
1,120  million  pounds  in  1941,  and  exports  of  pork  (Wiltshire  sides  and 
other  cuts)  have  risen  from  only  178  million  pounds  in  1938  to  an  esti- 
mated 450  to  480  million  pounds  in  1941,  exceeding  the  previous  record 
established  in  1940.    The  former  record  amount  of  252  million  pounds 
exported  was  immediately  following  the  World  War  in  1919. 
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CANADA:    Pork  (excluding  lard)  production  and  consumption, 

'937-1341 


Calendar 

Hog  slaughter 

■n  -._ 

Consumption 

year 

:  Inspected 

Total 

:  product 

ion  ; 

Total 

Per  capita 

;    Million  i 

Million 

'<  Thousands 

Thousands  !     pounds  ! 

pounds 

pounds 

!  3,802 

5 , 517 

757 

552 

50.0 

19ft8  

3 , 137  1 

4,920 

;          699  ; 

536 

47.8 

19.  9  .  

i      3,523  : 

5,422 

774 

589 

52.0 

1940   

:    f  5,455 

7,040 

977 

644 

56.4 

1941  ...... 

•a/  6,300 

|b/  1,120 

Co&pilQd  from  official  sources. 

a/  jis "cimate 

based  on  inf 

ormati  on 

submitted  by  Agricultural  Attache  C.  C. 

Taylor.    V  iustimate  submitted  "by  Agricultural  Attache  C.  C. 

Taylor. 

CANADA:  Tr 

ade  in  live  hogs  and 

pork, 

1937-1941 

Calendar 
year  j 

Hogs  exp 

orted 

i-ork  exported 

tork 

imported 

To  United 
States 

Total 

To  United 
States 

Total 

From  United 
States 

Total 

Thou- 

Million 

Million 

Mill! 

on 

Million 

Thousands 

sands 

P  ounds 

pounds 

pound 

s 

pounds 

1937   

76 

j  83 

20 

219 

2 

2 

1938   

B.I 

i  6 

3 

173 

6 

6 

1939   

a/ 

!  .  6 

3 

195 

.  .2.7 

27 

1940   

j  7 

4 

353 

. .  .37 

37 

Jan .-Sept . 

1940 

sJ 

:  7 

2 

255 

33 

33 

1941  

34 

:  36 

351 

3 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
a/  Less  than  300  head. 


The  expected  increase  in  the  pig  crop  this  fall  and  in  the  spring 
of  1942  indicates  that  pork  production  may  increase  from  10  to  20  percent 
in  1942  above  1941.     Curtailment  of  domestic  consumption  in  1342,  as  in 
the  latter  part  of  1941,  may  be  brought  about  by  higher  prices,  patriotic 
appeals  to  consumers  on  behalf  of  Britain,  and  the  Bacon  Beard's  restric- 
tions on  the  quantities  that  packers  may  distribute  through  domestic 
channels.    Exports  of  live  hogs  and  edible  pork  products  to  countries 
other  than  Great  Britain  and  British  possessions  were  prohibited  as  from 
July  23,  1941. 


The  price  fixed  as  a  result  of  the  new  British  agreement  for 
Grade  A,  Ho.  1  sizable  Wiltshire  sides  is  $19.90  per  100  pounds  ($18.09 
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American  l/ )  delivered  at  Canadian  seaboard  compared  with  the  corresponding 
price  last  year  of  $15.10  ($14.64  American).     Last  year's  original  agree- 
ment price  was  raised  in  four  successive  steps  to  $19.60  ($17.82  American) 
last  summer.     The  prices  in  the  new  agreement  are  30  cents  (Canadian) 
higher  for  all  grade  A  classifications,  and  for  all  B  grade,  45  cents 
higher,  except  for  light  weights,  for  which  present  prices  are  advanced 
only  10  cents  and  25  cents,  respectively. 


CANADA:     Schedule  of  prices  per  100  pounds 
Wiltshire  sides,  put  into  cure  on  or  af 


announced  October  10  for 
ter  October  13,  1941 


Description 

and  . 

1940- 

CI" 

-41  ; 

1941- 

J 

-42  : 

1940 

-41 

^UX  J.  V  W 

1941 

,i 

-42 

Grade  ■ 

Grade  : 

Grade  • 

Grade  \ 

Grade  ■ 

Grade : 

Grade  i 

Grade 

wei  ght 

A  : 

B  ; 

A  : 

B  : 

A  i 

B  : 

A  ; 

B 

Dol- 

Dol- : 

Dol-  : 

Dol-  | 

Dol-'  ; 

Dol-  : 

Dol-  j 

Dol- 

lars : 

lars 

lars  : 

lars 

lars  1 

lars  : 

lars  ; 

lars 

No.  1  Leanest 

55-65  a/  .... 

16. 10 

15.35 

19.90  ' 

19.30 

14.  64  ' 

13.95' 

18.09 

17.55 

45-55   

15.90 

15.15 

19.50 

16.90 

14.45  ' 

13.77 

17.73; 

17.18 

65-70   .. 

15.70 

14.95 

19.50 

18.90 

14.27 

13.59 

17;73" 

17.18 

70-80   

14.70 

13.95 

13.50 

17.90 

13.36 

12.68 

.  16.82 

16.27 

No.  2  Lean 

55-65  a/   

15.80 

14.75 

19.80 

18.70 

14.36 

13.71 

18.00 

16.00 

45—55  ....... 

15.50 

14.55 

19.10 

18.30 

14.09 

13.23 

17.36 

16. 64 

65-70   

15.30 

14.35 

19.10 

18.30 

' 13.91 

13.05 

17.36 

16.64 

70-80   

14.30 

13.35 

18.10 

17.30 

13.00 

12.14 

16.45 

15.73 

No.  3  Prime 

55-65  a/   

15.30 

I  14.15 

•  19.10 

;  18.10 

.  13.91 

12.86 

■  17.36 

j  16.45 

45—55  ....... 

i  15.10 

■  13.95 

j  18.70 

|  17.70 

.  13.73 

.  12.68 

.  .17.00 

■  16.09 

65-70   

:  14.90 

i  13.75 

1  18.70 

•  17.70 

•  13.55 

•  12.50 

'  17.00 

;  16.09 

70-80  ....... 

i  13.90 

:  12.75 

i  17.70 

;  16.70 

:  12.64 

i  11.59 

!  16.09 

j  15.18 

Information  furnished  by  Agricultural  Attache  C.  C.  Taylor, 
a/  Sizable  weight. 


The  more  favorable  hog-feed  price  ratio  existing  now  than  a  year 
ago  is  encouraging  a  moderate  increase  in  the  number  of  sows  bred  in  the 
fall  and  winter,   1941-42,  especially  in  areas  with  a  good  feed  supply. 
This  will  not  be  reflected  in  marketings  until  the  latter  half  of  the 
1941-42  hog-marketing  year  (April-September  1942),  when  some  increase  is 
forecast  above  the  2.6  million  head  slaughtered  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1940-41.     During  the  first  6  months  of  the  year  (October-March) 
slaughtering  may  be  only  slightly  larger  than  the  3.5  million  killed  in 
the  same  period  a  year  ago. 


1/  Conversions  to  United  States  currency  made  at  rate  of  90.9090  American 
cents  to  the  Canadian  dollar.  , 
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CANADA:     Hogs  marketed  by  months,  1938-39  to  1940-41 


;  1938-39 

:  1939-40 

1940-41 

Month 

■  Gradings 

T  Tl  c"T) pptpd 

:  Gradings 

.  T  t\  om  p  r*  "h  p  c\ 

Gradings 

!  T  7i  <sTi  p  n  "h  p  d. 

•  JL  J.  J.  OJJ  C-w  Vv 

',  slaughter 

'  slaughter 

i slaughter 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

■  Thousands 

Thousands 

; Thousands 

October  ... 

299 

297 

489 

426 

609 

:  631 

November  . . 

364 

315 

443 

\  477 

626 

698 

December  . . 

285 

280 

433 

404 

754 

i  662 

J  anuary  . . . 

284 

263 

393 

384 

502 

«  576 

February  .  . 

256 

245 

372 

;  385 

497 

•  493 

269 

300 

353 

379 

466 

:  503 

6  months 

1,757 

1,  700 

2,483 

2,455 

3,454 

,  3,563 

256 

259 

477 

408 

604 

541 

314 

281 

403 

446 

441 

487 

June  ......  ' 

310 

220 

328 

320 

384 

402 

208 

217 

374 

336 

416 

374 

August  .... 

294 

267 

329 

367 

342  " 

367 

September  . 

251 

270 

413 

438 

504 

455 

6  months 

1,  633 

1,514  - 

2,324 

2,315 

2,691 

2,  626 

Total  i 

3, 390  . 

3, 214  ' 

4,807 

4,  770 

6,145 

6, 189 

Livestock  Market  Review,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Marketing  Section, 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 


Preliminary  estimates  of  the  Canadian  Bacon  Board  indicate  that 
total  hog  slaughter  in  the  hog-marketing  year  that  began  October  1, 
1941,  may  be  about  7  million  head,  4  million  in  the  west  and  3  million 
in  the  east. 

The  unfavorable  feed  situation  and  decline  in  hog  prices  in  the 
last  3  months  of  1940  adversely  affected  production  in  parts  of  eastern 
Canada,  and  this  is  now  apparent  in  current  reduced  slaughtering  in 
those  Provinces.     Several  steps  taken  by  the  Government  in  early  1941, 
such  as  the  movement  of  feed  grains  from  the  west  to  the  east,  the  an- 
nouncement of  provincial  hog  bonuses,  and  the  increase  of  hog  prices, 
brought  about  a  situation  more  favorable  to  increased  breeding  operations 
in  the  east.    Meanwhile  western  farmers  were  less  affected  by  the  adverse 
nog-feed  ration  on  account  of  larger  and  cheaper  supplies  of  feed 
grains. 

It  has  been  arranged  between  the  Canadian  Bacon  Board  and  the 
British  Ministry  of  Pood  that  bacon  shipments  in  the  first  quarter 
(October-December  1941)  will  be  at  the  rate  of  13  million  pounds  weekly, 
in  the  second,  11.5  million,  and  in  the  third  and  fourth  each,  10.5  mil- 
lion pounds.     This  arrangement  will  save  storage  space,  as  considerably 
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less  will  have  to  "be  placed  in  cold  storage  to  maintain  shipments  next 
summer.     It  is  believed  that  packing  facilities  in  Canada  are  sufficient 
to  handle  this  anticipated  record  quantity  of  meat  to  be. put  into  cure, 
but  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  ship  some  hog  carcasses  from  the  west  to 
the  east  for  processing  when  weekly  slaughterings  in  western  Canada 
exceed  curing  capacity. 


COLOMBIA  PLalTS  3STABLI  SHKE3BT  OF 

jiGEI CULTURAL  Alffl  LIVESTOCK  FARM  .  .  . 

Recent  reports  received  from  Bogota,  Colombia,  state  that  a  law 
has  been  proposed  for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  and  livestock 
farm  for  practical  and  scientific  application  of  methods  of  animal  hus- 
bandry and  farming.     Such  a  farm,  if  completed  as  planned,  will  further 
Colombia's  endeavor  to  improve  its  livestock  and  general  agricultural 
conditions . 

Articles  I  and  II  of  the  lav;  clearly  define  the  location 
and  nature  of  the  farm  as  follows: 

Article  I  -  The  National  shall  proceed  to  acquire  in  the  basin  of 
the  San  Juan  River,  Department  of  Antioquia,  a  rural  property  of  suf- 
ficient capacity  for  use  as  an  agricultural  and  animal  husbandry  farm, 
as  described  in  the  following  article,  at  a  point  where  highway  con- 
nections will  make  it  readily  available  to  the  several  municipal ties 
of  southeastern  Antioquia. 

Article  II  -  There  is  established  the  Antonio  Jose  Restrepo 
Agricultural  and  Animal  Husbandry  Farm,  which  shall  devote  itself 
especially  to  the  practical  and  scientific  teaching  of  the  various  crops 
of  that  region;  poultry  raising;  bee-keeping;  horticulture;  and  where 
there  shall  also  be  operated  a  stud  farm  for  cattle,  horses,  mules,  sheep, 
and  hogs,    likewise  there  shall  be  operated  a  nursery  for  fruit  trees  and 
those  suitable  for  the  reforestation  of  the  zone.- 

'The  proposed  law  also  makes  adequate  provision  for  the  purchasing 
of  land,  erection  of  buildings,  and  locating  of  equipment,  and  for 
maintenance  of  the  project  and  personnel. 

During  the  past  several  months,  Colombia  has  purchased  many 
breeding  cattle,  both  beef  and  dairy,  in  the  United  States.    Thus  with 
the  establishment  of  the  proposed  farm  Colombia  is  making  an  effort  to 
improve  agricultural  conditions  from  the  importation  of  improved  live- 
stock and  with  the  application  of  approved  practices  within  the  country's 
boundaries . 
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ITS"..'  ZEALAND  ":.rEATHSR  UNFAVORABLE 
FOR  LAMBIHG  .   .  . 

Lambing  losses  in  Mew  Zealand  will  be  higher  than  usual  this  year 
due  to  the  protracted  period  of  rain  and  cold  that  occurred  in  August. 
The  water  logged  condition  of  the  ground  i/as  adversely  affecting  stock' 
in  many  districts.    Further  inclement  weather  was  expected  to  result  in 
severe  losses,  whereas  a  spell  of  favorable  weather  would  go  far  to 
no  rmal  i  z  e  t  he  s  i  tuat  ion. 


PROSPECTIVE  HOG-  SLAUGHTER 
II  EZLL-AR2  .   .  . 

Hog  slaughter  in  Denmark  during  the  45-week  period  from  August  25, 
1941,  to  July  5,  1942,  is  forecast  at  2,191,000  head  with  a  weekly' 
average  for  the  period  of  49,000.    The  weekly  average  varies  during  the 
period  from  43,000  head  from  August  25  to  ilovember  30,  1941,  to  59,000 
in  the  period  January  26  to  March  15,  1942.    Thereafter  it  declines  to 
49,000  head.     Strictly  comparable  figures  for  the  same  period  of  1940-41 
are  not  available,  but  slaughter  for  the  12-month  period  September 
through  August  amounted  to  2,292,000  head. 


DENMARK:  Forecast  of  hog  slaughter,  45-week  period, 
 August  25,  1941,  to  July  5,  1942  


Details 

Number 
on  hand 

Slaug 

hter  1941-42 

August  33, 
1931 

Period 

Total 

Weekly 
average 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Hogs  over  132  pounds  . . 

317 

Aug. 25-0 ct.  12 

301 

43 

Hogs  77  to  132  pounds  . 

399 

'  Oct  .13-ITov.30 

299 

43 

Hogs  under  77  pounds  . . 

462  '. 

Dec .l-Jan.25 

393 

49 

Suckling  pigs   

515  ; 

Jan. 26— Mar .15 

412 

59 

From  bred  sows   

Mar .5- July  5 

786 

49 

Total   

1,336  : 

45  weeks 

2,191 

49 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

The  average  price  of  dressed  hogs  was  $21.40  a/  per  100  pounds, 
on  August  29,  1941,  against  an  average  of  $17.60  for  the  year  1940.  Aver- 
age prices  in  1940  in  Danish  currency  were  100  percent  higher  than  the 
average  for  the  5-year  period  1909-1914. 


a/  Converted  at  the  official  rate  of  exchange  of  the  krone  to  the  reichsmarl 
and  the  reichsmark  to  the  dollar. 
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VMS  ZSALAITD  (&VOTJKB&e  PIKES  ' PRICES 
POR  LIVESTOCK  PRODUCTS  .  ■.■  . 

Beginning  September  1,  1941,  the  Hew  Zealand  Sovernme-nt  fixed 
the  prices  of  33  essential  commodities  and  public  services.    Among  these 
commodities  were  the  following  livestock  products:     Meat,  milk,  "bacon, 
cheese,  eggs,  "butter,  and  condensed  milk.    The  prices  of  leather  and 
woolen  goods  were  also  affected,  such  as  shoes  and  shoe  repairs.     (Pew .  . 
Zealand  leather  in  each  case),  woolen  underwear,  all-wool  jerseys,  men's 
woolen  socks  and  "boys'   school  hose,  woolen  piece  goods,  knitting  wools, 
"blankets,  and  suiting  (from  Pew  Zealand  wool).    The  Government  will 
rely  on  the  Price  Investigation  Tribunal,  as  at  present,  to  examine  ap- 
plications for  price  increases  dur  to  higher  costs  and  to  give  advice 
regarding  the  procedure  to  "be  followed. 


CHILI!  MaY  PURCHASE  ARG3ETIES  CATTLE 
POR  BREED  IPC-  .  .  . 


Chile  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  credit  of  6'  million  Argentine 
nacionales  (approximately  §2,000,000) ,  with  which  to' purchase  Argentine 
cattle  for  breeding  pur-poses.  The  purchase  is  to  be  made"  through  the 
Pom en to  Corporacion,  the  loan  to  be  repaid  partly  in  money,  partly  in 
Chilean  products  that  Argentina  needs.  Negotiations  are  being  conducted 
in  Argentina  by  a  member  of  the  Corporacion,  Benj  amine  Matte  Lorrain, 
who  is  prominent  in  agricultural  circles  in  Chile  and  is  president  of 
the  Sociedad  ilacional  de  Agricultura. 


AUSTRALIA  EPDEAYORS  TO  IPCRSASE 
C  HEP  S3  PRODUCTIOP  .   .  . 

Recent  reports  received  from  Australia  indicate  that  measures 
have  been  initiated  there  to  increase  the  annual  production  of  cheese 
in  order  to  be  in  a  position  to  furnish  a  substantial  portion  of  the 
larger  United  Kingdom  cheese  demand  brought  about  by  the  shift  from 
butter  imports  to  cheese  imports  by  the  latter  country.     It  has  been  in- 
dicated by  the  head  office  of  the  Commonwealth  Dairy  Produce  Control 
Committee  located  in  ■Melbourne  that  in  order  to  meet  such  a  problem  it 
will  probably  be  necessary  to  divert  a  sizable  quantity  of  milk  from 
butter  to  cheese  production,  just  as  has  been  done  in  Canada  and  Pew 
Zealand . 

Recently  the  United  Kingdom  Ministry  of  Pood  indicated  that 
British  imports  of  butter  during  the  current  season  would  be  limited  to 
only  60  percent  of  the  previous  season's  shipments.     It  was  also  in- 
dicated, however,  that  the  United  Kingdom  \rould  accept  40,000  tons  or 
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more  of  cheese  froia  Australia.     Such  a  shift  is  "brought  about  "by  the  need- 
to  conserve  refrigerated  shipping  space  and  to  ship  a  more  concentrated 
food  with  "better  keeping  qualities,  such  as  cheese  represents. 


AUSTRALIA:  Production  of  "butter  in  factories  and  on  farms, 
 ,  ■   "by  months,  1936-1941  


Month  ; 

1936-37  ; 

.19  37-38  i 

1938-39  i 

1939-40  : 

1940-41 
a/ 

1,000  : 

1,000  ■ 

1,000  : 

1,000  j 

1,000 

pounds  ! 

pounds  ■ 

pounds  ■ 

pounds  : 

pounds 

July 

 •  ; 

17,353  i 

17,626  : 

21,090  ; 

27,218  ' 

22,597 

August  . . . 

22,541  : 

21,412  : 

26,082 

31,226 

26,303 

September 

30,408  ■ 

30,540 

34,789 

27,120 

32,649 

October  .. 

39,117  : 

40,473 

45,888 

47 , 621 

39,768 

November  . 

38,125  ■ 

49  ,419 

50,536 

51 , 773 

38 , 605 

December  . 

37,135 

50,743 

46,394 

53,134 

45,421 

January  . . 

42,594 

45,695 

35,552 

49,493 

,    48 , 717 

February  . 

35,910 

41,449 

35,425 

.  52,814 

1  42,099 

March 

37,318 

36,463 

39 , 711 

:  37,588 

I  38,310 

April 

30,800 

29,366 

;  37,144 

■  32,258 

:  31,891 

May  

23.,  388 

24,508 

i  34,871 

;  25,838 

i  26,560 

June   

•  17,553 

.  21,521 

■  28,833 

:  20,176 

!    21 , 709 

Factory 
Made  on 
Total 

total   

farms   

production 

i  372,447 

"  409  ,720  " 

!  43 6, 315 

:  456,259 

:  414,629 

:  21,993 

;  -204  542 

:  19,520 

I  15.SJ3 

;  19,600 

1  394,446 

; 430,262 

:455,o35 

:  474,852 

j  434,229 

Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Census  and  Statistics, 
a/  Preliminary. 


Australia's  efforts  to  increase  cheese  production  had  made  no 
noticeable  headway  up  to  June  30,  the  end  of  the  1940-41  fiscal  year. 
Adverse  weather  resulting  in  poor  pastures  and  feed  conditions  during 
the  normally  heavy  producing  months  of  the  July-December  period  in 
1940  caused  a  decrease  of  13  percent  in  cheese  production  and  9  percent 
in  butter  production  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1941.  More 
favorable  conditions  during  the  early  months  of  1941,  however,  have 
caused  a  much  improved  outlook,  and  production  of  cheese  was  actually 
higher    from  March  to  June  1941  than  during  these  same  months  of  1940. 
Further  measures  for  increasing  cheese  production  are  just  now  beginning 
to  net  results,   so  with  average  pasture  and  feed  conditions,  it  is  ex- 
pected thai  cheese  production  during  the  last  half  of  1941  will  be  larger 
than  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1940,   thus  making  available  a 
larger  amount  for  export. 

To  further  stimulate  the  production  of  cheese,  the  Australian 
Government  has  announced  that  manufacturers  who  undertake  the  production 
of  additional  quantities  of  cheese,  or  who  begin  the  production  of 
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cheese,  will  "be  guaranteed  against  loss,  subject  to  certain  conditions 
being  fulfilled.     If  any  manufacturer  should  require  financial  assistance, 
steps  have  already  been  taken  by  the  Commonwealth  Government,  through  the 
Commonwealth,  Bank,  to  guarantee  loans  made  to  factories.    Another  factor 
that  should/  also  facilitate  cheese  production  is  the  gradual  lowering  of 
butter  prices  and  a  corresponding  rise  in  cheese  prices  caused  by  the 
shift  from  butter  exports  to  cheese  exports. 

AUSTRALIA:    Production  of  cheese  in  factories  and  on  farms, 


by  months,  1958-39  to  1940-41 


Month 

-I-*.'  WW      \J*J  j-*/- 

1938-39 

1939-40 

1940-41  a/ 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds: 

1,000  pounds 

July   

3,398  i 

4,825  ; 

3,629 

August   .;  

4,370  ; 

5,981  .  .  , 

r ,  .  .  4,826 

September   

6,318 

6,978 

6,187 

October  ..    

.  .9,021 

8,973  .  .  . 

7,757 

November   

8,937 

9,042 

7,044 

December  

..7,756 

8 , 648  .  .  . 

6,390 

January   

4,955 

6,466 

5,752 

February  

.  3,842 

4,687 

4,343 

March   

!  4,091 

3,990 

4,073 

April  

1      .  .3,709 

3,286 

3,557 

May  

;  4,254 

;  3,159 

■  3,565 

June   ......... 

:      .  .4,255  . 

i.  3,337 

i   .  3,202 

Factory  total   

Made  on.  farms  ... ..   

Total  production  

i  64,906 

69 , 372 

60,325 

;          .  740 

412 

420 

j  65,646 

;      69,784  . 

60,745 

Commonwealth  Bureau .of , Census  and  Statistics,    a/  Preliminary.  . 


The  first  United  Kingdom  contract  for  Australian  butter  called 
for  a  total  of  75,500  long  tons  (169,120,000  pounds)  to  be  delivered 
between  November  13,  1939,  and  June  30,  1940.     The  second  contract  called 
for  100,000  tons  (224,000,000  pounds)  and  extended  from  June  30,  1940, 
to  June  30,  1941.    .The  third  contract,  from  June  30,  1941, .to  the  same 
date  of  1942,  reduces  this  amount  approximately  40  percent  and  restricts 
the  grades  to  choicest  and  first  quality  only. 

The  first  cheese  contract  between  the  two  countries,  lasting  from 
September  1939  to  June  1940,  amounted  to  13,000  long  tons  (29 , 120, 000 
pounds).     The  June-to-June  contract  of  1940-41  increased  this  amount  to 
20,000  tons  (44,800,000).     The  1941-42  contract  doubles  this  amount  and 
calls  for  40,000  tons  (89,600,000  pounds)  or  more.     Thus  arises  the 
necessity  for  a  shift  in  production,  which  is  now  in  progress. 
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,..&EIE  RiL    AND  MISCELLANEOUS 

FOREIGN  EXCHANGE  ....  ...... 

EXCHANGE  HATES:    Average  value  in  New  York  of  Chinese,  Japanese, 
and  some  European  currencies  during  last  full  month 
for  which  rates  were  available  a/ 


Country 


Unit 


Month 


Value  in 
United  States 
currency 


Belgium  ......... 

■Denmark  ........ 

France   


G-ermany  b/ 


Greece  b/   

Italy  b/   

Netherlands  .... 

Norway   

Portugal   

Spain  Tb/   

Sweden  

Switzerland  .... 

China  b/   

Japan  .......... 


Belga   

Krone   

Franc  

Reichsmark  ... 
Drachma  

XjX  1*3,  ••••••••• 

Guilder  ...... 

Krone   

Escudo  

Peseta   

Krona  .'  

Franc   

Yuan  (Shanghai) 
Yen  


April  1940 
March  1940  .... 

May  1940  ..  

May  1941  ...... 

September  1940 
May  1941  ...... 

April  1940-  .... 

March  1940-  .... 

May  1941  ...v.* 

May  1941  ..  

May  1941   

May  1941   

June  1941  ..... 
June  1941   


Cents 
16.89 

19.31 


1.85- 
39.97 
■  -.66 
5.09 
53'.  08 
22.71 
4.00 
9.13 
23.84 
23.20 
5.34 
23.44 


Federal  Reserve  Board 

a/  Noon  "buying  rates  for  cable  transfers.     Last  daily  rate  reported  on 
April  8,  1940  for  the  Danish  and  Norwegian  kroner,  now  officially  equal 
to  0.50  and  0.60  reichsmarks  'respectively;  oh  May  9,  1940  for  the  belga 
and  guilder,  now  officially  equal  to  0.40  and  1.33  reichsmarks  respect- 
ively; on  June  15,  1940  for  the  French  franc,  now  officially  equal,  in 
the  occupied  area,  to  0.05  reichsmarks;  on  October  26,  1940  for  the 
drachma;  on  June  14,   1941  for  the  other  European  countries;  and  on  July 
26,   1941,   for  the  yen  and  yuan  (Shanghai), 
b/  Quotations  nominal. 
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EXCHANGE  BATES:    Average  value  in  New  York  of  specified  currencies 
November  1,  1941,  with  comparisons  a/ 


Month 


Week  ended 


County 

•Monetary 

:  Year 

;  1939 

;  1940 

1941 

1941 

;  unit 

:  1940 

OC  t. 

:  Oct. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

18 

Oct. 

25 

Nov. 
1 

w  "  ii  u  S 

■Hem  f  c> 

Cents 

Cents 

Sents 

Cents 

Cents 

Argentina b 

'Paoer  Pe«?n 

29 . 77 

29.  77 

29  77 

29.77 

29.77 

29.77 

29.77 

29.77 

Australia^ 

'pound 

321.33 

321.37 

321.37 

321.33 

321.39 

Brazil  d/ 

ri  iHl  X  i  C  1  ^      B  # 

R  OP1 

o.  uo 

5.06 

5.08 

5.09 

5.08 

5.09 

Brit.  India 

;Supe  e 

30.16 

30.30 

30.17 

30.14 

30.15 

30. 15 

30.15 

30  .15 

Canada  £/ . . 

•Dollar  . . . 

85.14 

89.33 

86.32 

89.13 

88.78 

88.72 

88.83 

89.00 

Mexico  ej  . . 

peso   

18.55 

20.15 

20.33 

20.54 

20.57 

20.57 

20.57 

20.57 

So. Africa  , 

Pound  ...  J 

397.99 

39  6.12 

398.00! 

398.00 

398.00 

398.00 

398.00 

398.00 

Straits 
Settlmts. . 

^Dollar  : 

46.98i 

47.02 

47.10| 

47.16 

47.16 

47.16 

47.16 

47.16 

United 
Kingdom  cj 

Pound   

- — —  -  .,  i 

383.00: 

401.05 

403.26: 

403.27 

403.29 

403.26 

403.26 

403.33 

Federal  Hes 

erve  Board. 

j-v/   4.,wWJi  u^iiig  xdicg  ior  cauxe  transiers. 

b/  Official,  regular  exports.     The  special  export  rate  of  23.70  cents,  reported 
beginning  March  27,  1941,  applies  to  exchange  derived  from  certain  minor  ex- 
ports (e.g.  dairy  products)  to  certain  countries  (e.g.  United  States),  such 
exchange  formerly  having  been  sold  in  the  free  market.     Quotations  nominal. 
£/  Free.    Official  rates:    Australia  322.80  cents;  Canada  90.91  cents;  United 
Kingdom  403.50  cents.     Most  transactions  between  these  countries  and  the 
United  States  must  take  place  at  the  official  buying  and  selling  rates, 
d/  Free.     Since  April  10,  1939,  30  percent  of  the  exchange  derived  from  exports 
must  be  turned  over  at  the  official  buying  rate  of  6.06  cents,  the  weighted 
average  value  of  the  milreis  being  5.33  cents  in  1940,  5.37  cents  in  October 
1941,  and  5.38  cents  in  the  week  ended  November  1,  1941.     Quotations  nominal, 
e/  Quotations  niminal. 
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Late  cables    57U 


Agriculture,  Government  farm, 

proposed,  Colombia,  19U1    595 

Almonds,  production,  Spain, 

191*0,19^1   '   539 

Apples,  oroduction,  Canada, 

193I-19U1   •  ~?86 

Barley,  production,  Sweden, 

19^0,19!-!1   '..    57U 

Beans  (canned),  ration  increase, 

U.K.,  November  17,  19U1   57U 

Brazil  nuts,  exports  xo  U.S., 

Brazil,  October  19 Ul   57U 

Butter,  produce  ion,  Australia, 

July  1936- June  19^1    598 

Cattle  (Argentine  breeding) , 

purchase  plans,  Chile,  I9U1  ....  597 
Cheese,  production,  Australia, 

July  I93S- June  19U1    597- 599 

Corn,  prices,  leading  markets, 

November  1,  19UI    573 

Cotton: 

Consumption,  Brazil,  1935-36 

to  I9UI-U2   580 


Export  sales,  Nigeria,  193O-I9UI  582 
Exports,  Brazil, 
1935-36  to  19U0-U1, 
Aug. -Oct.,  191*0 ,19^1  ...  579, 580 
Government  loans,  Brazil ,19 Ul-U2  57U 
Production: 

Brazil,  I935-3G  to  I9UI-U2  ...  5S0 


Nigeria,  19I&-U1,  19la-.Ua  ....  582  : 

Exchange  rates,  foreign,  : 

November  1,  I9U1    600,601  : 

Pruit:  : 

Prost  carnage,  Argentina,   '  : 

September  19U1   ;   585  : 

Production,  Canada,  lQlK),19Ul  ..  5SS  : 

Hog?:  : 

Exports,  Canada,  1937-19U1    592  : 

Grading s ,  Canada ,  : 

1938-39  to  19U0-U1    59U  : 

Numbers:  ; 

Canada,  June  1,  1937-19U1    59 1  : 

Denmark,  Aug.  23,  19U1    596  : 


Hogs,  continued:  Page 
Slaughter: 

Canada,  I937-I9UI  ^          592, 59  U 

Denmark,  August  25,  I9UI- 

July  5,  19^2    596 

Livestock: 

Government  farm,  proposed, 

Colombia,  19U1    595 

Lambing  prospects,  New  Zealand, 

I9U1-U2    596 

Prices  (products) ,  fixed, 

New  Zealand,  Sept.  1,  19U1  ...  597 
Meats  (canned),  ration  increase, 

U.K.  ,  November  17,  I9UI    5?k 

Oats,  production,  Sweden, 

19UO,19Ul    57U 

Pears: 

.  Imports  (Argentine),  U.S., 

January-July,  I937-I9U1    586 

Production,  Canada,  19k),19Ul  ..  588 
Pork: 

Consumption,  Canada,  I937-I9UO  .  592 
Sxoorts,  Canada,  1937-I9UI  ......  592 

Imports,  Canada,  1937-I9U1    592 

Prices  (fixed),  Canada, 

October  10,  19U1    593 

Production,  Canada,  1937-19U1  ..  592 
Rice: 

Exports,  Burma,  January- July, 
1938-19U1   •   577 

Production  prospects,  Burma, 

19U1-U2   576 

Tobac-o: 

Exports,  Honduras,  192S-19U1  ....  5SU 
Production  prospects,  Honduras, 

19 Ul    583 

Wheat: 

Area,  Southern  Rhodesia, 

19 36-19 Ul   576 

Exports,  Southern  Rhodesia,  . 

19  36-19  uo    576 

Imports,  Southern  Rhodesia, 

I936-I9UO    576 

Prices,  leading  markets, 

November  1,  19Ul    57& 

Production,  Southern  Rhodesia, 

I936-I9UI    575,576 

Utilization,  Southern  Rhodesia, 

I936-I9IK)    576 


*  *  *  *  *  *  * 


